
Employ effective facilitation to encourage broad participation, 
deliver an aligned vision, and realize neighborhood plans.

8 WAYS TO CREATE 
GREAT PLACES

Build on community input
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Lander Group is supporting the 
Standish-Ericsson Neighborhood 
Association (SENA) and GoodSpace 
Murals to facilitate the creation of 
a new community mural at 38th 
and Hiawatha. 
38th Street Station, 2019, 
Minneapolis

Publicly-commissioned sculpture 
and plaza welcoming visitors 
crossing the Marshall Avenue/Lake 
Street bridge. 
West River Commons, 
Minneapolis

The St. Paul Riverfront Corporation’s 
St. Paul on the Mississippi Development 
Framework is an excellent example 
of multi-disciplinary, comprehensive 
planning to guide good development.

Learn more at
www.landergroup.com

EXAMPLES

On front:
Planning consulting helped 
the City of St. Louis Park 
develop the vision for the 
Excelsior and Grand area.
Excelsior and Grand, 
Minneapolis



Create, repair, and enhance connections within  
existing neighborhoods.

8 WAYS TO CREATE 
GREAT PLACES

Reweave the urban fabric
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New public park, market-rate and 
affordable ownership and rental 
residential plus new commercial/
retail space re-energize an older 
downtown St. Paul neighborhood. 
Wacouta Commons, 
St. Paul

The 38th Street Station neighborhood 
plan brings placemaking, economic 
and community improvements which 
enhance neighborhood value.

Learn more at
www.landergroup.com

 

EXAMPLES

On front:
Thinking big with privately- 
led, publicly-visioned 
development which 
improves underutilized 
transport connections 
and adds new residential, 
commercial and service 
options to support the thriving 
existing neighborhood.
Grainbelt NE Vision, 
Minneapolis



Thoughtful design, beautiful details, attention to 
sustainable materials and energy use, and encouraging 
multi-modal transport.
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Focus on details
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Natural light flows through 
abundant energy efficient 
windows and open room dividers.
9th Street Lofts, Saint Paul

Flowing, open floor plans maximize 
every square foot of first floor 
living space.
Midtown Lofts, Minneapolis

Creative use of space creates 
cozy living areas amid a bright 
and airy loft.
Printers Row, Saint Paul

Learn more at
www.landergroup.com

EXAMPLES

On front:
Attention to light and flow, 
and unusual applications of 
different building materials 
create a functional and 
beautiful living space.
Seward Townhomes, 
Minneapolis



Sidewalks, plazas, and public spaces create welcoming 
environments scaled for people and encourage walking 
and biking.

8 WAYS TO CREATE 
GREAT PLACES

Prioritize people, not cars
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Public greenspace connects the 
converted warehouse to the new 
neighborhood park.
9th Street Lofts, 
Wacouta Commons, Saint Paul

Landscaping and dynamic public 
plazas create active places to 
meet and gather.
38th Street Station, 
Minneapolis

Inviting storefronts create street-level 
buzz for passing pedestrians. 
Excelsior and Grand, 
St. Louis Park, MN

Learn more at
www.landergroup.com

EXAMPLES

On front:
Public park and boardwalk.
The Boatworks Commons,
White Bear Lake

total land area

peopleautomobile

70% of the land area of 
a typical city is devoted to 
the automobile.



Complement existing neighborhood structure and scale.8 WAYS TO CREATE 
GREAT PLACES

Designed to fit in
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Street-level retail and dining with 
office and apartment space 
support area lifestyles. 
Zeo, 32nd and Hennepin, 
Minneapolis

Limiting height and street-facing 
mass blends a new apartment 
building into the low-key Uptown 
neighborhood.
3535 Apartments, 
Minneapolis

Keeping existing trees and 
creating a facade of connected 
smaller buildings gives a historical 
background to a new building.
EastRiver Apartments, 
Saint Paul

Learn more at
www.landergroup.com

EXAMPLES

On front:
Individual private entries 
and a selection of facade 
materials incorporate the 
structure smoothly into an 
historic Uptown streetscape.
Motiv Apartments, 
Minneapolis



Maximize every square foot with well-designed, beautiful 
spaces, open floor plans, and attention to light and function.

8 WAYS TO CREATE 
GREAT PLACES

Light-filled and livable
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An open floor plan and natural 
light bring this space to life.
Parkway West Apartments, 
Minneapolis

Full-height windows and private 
balconies connect interior 
and exterior spaces.
301 Kenwood, 
Minneapolis

HVAC conduits integrated as 
a design element open the 
ceiling height.
Midtown Lofts, 
Minneapolis

Learn more at
www.landergroup.com

EXAMPLES

On front:
A wall of energy-efficient 
windows connected to 
an enclosed patio 
enlarge the useful and 
perceived space of the 
common room.
EastRiver Apartments, 
Saint Paul



Activate the streetscape with a generous, mixed-use ground 
floor and thoughtful public realm which give a sense of energy 
and welcome to people of all walks of life.
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GREAT PLACES

Be welcoming
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Adirondack chairs in front of a 
community room overlooking a 
public greenspace.
Boatworks Commons, 
White Bear Lake

A series of front steps communicate 
an active streetscape and 
inviting building.
Parkway West Apartments, 
Minneapolis

Sidewalk seating and 
pedestrian-friendly signage 
connect businesses and customers.
3743 Nicollet, 
Minneapolis

Learn more at
www.landergroup.com

EXAMPLES

On front:
Adding larger windows, 
clear and friendly signage, 
creating outdoor seating, 
street trees, bike parking, 
and new bus shelters 
creates a buzzing 
atmosphere at 38th 
and Nicollet.
38th and Nicollet, 
Minneapolis



Build a strong connection to people and place by invigorating 
common spaces, creating spots to meet and gather, and 
supporting access to transport.
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GREAT PLACES

Cultivate connection
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Public greenspace creates a direct 
connection with the lake boardwalk 
and docks.
Boatworks Commons, 
White Bear Lake

A peaceful, common central space 
next to the Midtown Greenway.
Midtown Lofts, 
Minneapolis

Front porches, open grass area, 
and public bicycle areas 
encourage exterior play.
Motiv Apartments, 
Minneapolis

Learn more at
www.landergroup.com

EXAMPLES

On front:
56 homes plus local retail, 
coffee shop, and restaurant 
- situated around a public 
plaza with new public art. 
Direct access to West River 
Parkway trails.
West River Commons, 
Minneapolis


